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During the Black Death, Christianity was called into question when thousands of people began to die, and prayers were of no help. People lost faith in religion and questioned their morality. The Flagellant movement and the violence against the Jewish community are both without question or doubt, immoral and painfully a real part of history. Both are similar in that the flagellation and the violence against Jews both stemmed from the beliefs of Christianity and harsh punishment.[footnoteRef:1] As far as the Flagellation Movement, this was also a form of punishment, self-inflicted by Christians who believed the Black Death was sent down by God as retribution for their sins. [1:  John Aberth,Â The Black Death: the Great Mortality of 1348-1350: a Brief History with DocumentsÂ (New York, NY: Bedford/St. Martin's Macmillan Learning, 2017).] 

[bookmark: _bookmark3]As far as history goes, Judas, the twelfth Apostles, betrayed Jesus leading to his arrest and execution. Because of this betrayal, Christians have always seen the Jewish community as “Christ Killers” and rejecters of the messiah. The violence inflicted on Jews during the Black Death was seen as a form of punishment for their betrayal and actions against Jesus.[footnoteRef:2] Jews were hated and were even accused of poisoning Christians. Although morality was considered a twofold phenomenon, the rejection of the Jews was considered a global active course.[footnoteRef:3] The corruption of the Jewish blood was perceived as disruptive to the moral and ethical fabric of society.  [2:  John Aberth,Â The Black Death: the Great Mortality of 1348-1350: a Brief History with DocumentsÂ (New York, NY: Bedford/St. Martin's Macmillan Learning, 2017).]  [3:  John Aberth,Â The Black Death: the Great Mortality of 1348-1350: a Brief History with DocumentsÂ (New York, NY: Bedford/St. Martin's Macmillan Learning, 2017).] 

[bookmark: _bookmark6]Flagellants believe that the Black Death was sent down by God to punish men for their sins.  God was angered by the atrocities of men and their lack of orientation to his moral and ethical principles. The high levels of mortality were reflective of the sinful nature of the medieval populations. According to John Aberth “And I call the mortality great because it overtook the whole world, nearly all of it. But it began in the East, and like shooting arrows it passed through us on its way to the West.”[footnoteRef:4] The voluntary self-punishment inflicted by these people was a response to seek repentance for their wrongdoings. The punishments used to self-harm involved flogging as a religious discipline.[footnoteRef:5] Being Being a minority, the Jewish community was at the mercy of the influential Christian churches who ruled the land and participated in the destruction and deadly assaults of Jews. The epidemic that swept the cities of Thrace and Palestine rendered medical practitioners useless. The doctors did not want to attend to the patients since they also feared to contract the disease. The phenomenon shows that the magnitude of God’s power with regard to the punishment surpassed human intervention.  [4:  John Aberth,Â The Black Death: the Great Mortality of 1348-1350: a Brief History with DocumentsÂ (New York, NY: Bedford/St. Martin's Macmillan Learning, 2017).
]  [5:  John Aberth,Â The Black Death: the Great Mortality of 1348-1350: a Brief History with DocumentsÂ (New York, NY: Bedford/St. Martin's Macmillan Learning, 2017)] 

In conclusion, the Flagellant Movement and the Violence against Jews were both acts of punishment and religious beliefs. The Flagellant not only punished themselves but punished the Jews as well. From starting anti-Jewish pogroms to flogging themselves, we can quickly put together that these two historical happenings are similar in that religion is the leading cause for the punishment both groups received. Not only did the flagellants believe they have sinned, but they believe the Jews have sinned to which is very ironic is you think about it. Why flog yourself and self-inflict pain on yourself to repent for your sins while at the same time you go and massacre another religious group? Isn’t that part of sinning as well? It is hypocritical of those Christians who believe they can wash away sins by killing others who belong to a different religion.
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